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Programs Examined

1. First Class

2. Academic Workspace (AW)
 Toronto District School Board specific

3. Personal Websites

 www.webs.com

 www.googlesites.com

4. Moodle

5. ProBoards



First Class is a software program developed by Open Text 

which allow users to communicate in a closed forum setting 

through message posting.



First Class Capabilities

 File Uploads (10 MB; student and 

teacher contributions)

 Word

 PDF

 Photo

 Video

 Security

 Conferences set up for individual classes

 Permission for individual conference 

access determined by teacher

 Forum

 Calendar



First Class Comments
First Class software must be purchased.  All 

TDSB students and teachers have access.

Easy access through web-based client as well 

as through software installed on the desktop.

Software is not computer memory intensive.

 Low key graphics

Teachers must have administrator access to 

create new conferences.

Users are given a specific amount of database 

space limiting the number of conferences 

which can be created.

Students may submit electronic work through 

the conference.





• General Forum

• students may ask questions

• archive of messages for student 

review

• organizational tool for students to 

select unique assignment topics



• Separate conference for 

important announcements

• Upcoming assignments and tests 

announced on a regular basis

• Extra-curricular / supplemental 

enrichment opportunities announced



• Teacher only access to 

conference

• Students submit work through 

a message an electronic 

attachment
• Teacher may respond to students 

individually



Academic Workspace was commissioned by the Toronto 

District School Board through a Microsoft platform to 

provide database space for teachers to post online course 

materials and for students to assignments electronically.



AW Capabilities
 File Uploads (limit unknown; student and teacher 

contributions)

 Word

 PDF

 photos

 unknown about video

 Security

 Permissions are determined at the board level based on 

status as a teacher or student

 Calendar

 Announcement Page (School and Courses)

 Course Resource Pages  (Assignment Folders & Marks)

 Preset template to add outside URL links

 Access to school-board granted, teacher-specified drive

 Student information access

 Class forum

 Board-wide e-mail directory through Outlook platform



AW Comments

Access to AW features requires 
administration approval.  Students and 
teachers have predetermined access 
levels.

AW has a preset interface and training 
sessions for TDSB board members are 
underway.

AW was designed to provide an electronic 
interface for teachers to post resources 
and for students to submit assignments.

A help icon is available for each feature of 
the website.  Step-by-step instructions are 
provided outlined.

Currently any information stored on AW is 
cleared each year.





• Notices posted for:

• test dates

• solutions for worksheets

• class data sets for lab report 

analysis





• Keep track of:

• school events

• test dates

• major assignment due dates

• competitions

• school field trips





• Posting of:

• daily lesson notes

• daily homework





• Board provided database 

space for teachers

• Files stored can be accessed from 

any computer as well as remotely 

outside of board computers





• Encourage student 
discussion of course material or 
assignments

• Offer opportunity to clarify 
misunderstandings beyond 
classroom time

• Organizational tool for 
students to select unique 
assignment topics





• Folders for each 

electronically-submitted 

assignment can be created

• Teachers receive and return 

graded assignments through 

the interface

• Grades are stored in student 

files directly on AW



www.webs.com



www.webs.com Capabilities

 File Uploads  (82 Mb; teacher only)
 PDF

 Photo

 Video

 Security
 Administrator control of member access

 Selected pages can be hidden from users

 Approved member access to selected pages

 Calendar

 Forums
 Threads may be hidden, locked or stickied

 Preset template to add outside URL links
 Screen shots automatically posted

 Wiki

 Blog

 Instant messaging



www.webs.com Comments

All capabilities listed are free of charge.

Website setup is easy for those who are 

comfortable with general computer use.

e.g.  setting up folders

editing / uploading files

Advanced users will find the versatility of the 

applications to enhance usage of the site.

Students are not able to submit electronic 

work through website.





• Keep track of:

• school events

• test dates

• major assignment due dates

• competitions

• school field trips





• Reminder of long term due dates

• Class specific access codes to 

internet-based activities

• Daily homework assignments, 

updated weekly





• Encourage student 
discussion of course material or 
assignments

• Offer opportunity to clarify 
misunderstandings beyond 
classroom time

• Organizational tool for 
students to select unique 
assignment topics





• One-click access to:

• school website

• Google sites page
• Initially used to post electronic copies of 

assignments as it was not an initial 

capability of www.webs.com

• extracurricular contests



www.sites.google.com



Google Sites Capabilities
 File Uploads  (100MB; teacher only)
 Word

 PDF

 Photo

 Video

 Security
 Full site must be shared with the public

 Students cannot change content, but 
may add comments to pages with 
commenting capability

 Calendar

 Wiki

 Blog

 Instant messaging



Google Sites Comments

All capabilities listed are free of charge with 
a free Google account

Website setup is easy for those who are 
comfortable with general computer use.

e.g.  setting up folders

editing / uploading files

Advanced users will find the versatility of the 
applications to enhance usage of the site.

Students are not able to submit electronic 
work through website.





• Posting of:

• daily lesson notes

• daily homework

• experiment class data to be 
incorporated into lab reports





• Posting of:

• solutions to homework sets



Moodle is software specifically developed for teachers 

to interface with their students online on a course-by-

course basis.   Its main advantage is the capability of 

creating quizzes which may be graded in real-time.



Moodle Capabilities
 File Uploads  (server dependent)
 Any electronic file type

 Security
 Administrator determines access level

 Teachers modify course materials

 Students have access to their course materials

 Calendar

 Forums
 Threads may be hidden, locked or stickied

 Preset template to add outside URL links
 Screen shots automatically posted

 Wiki

 Blog

 Instant chat

 Quiz creator



Moodle Comments

The authors have limited experience 

with this interface, but recognize its 

versatility.

Access to a database server required to 

host the free Moodle program.

 very few websites available which offer 

free database server services

Familiarity with modular websites (i.e. 

iGoogle and Facebook) is beneficial.

Try a demonstration of Moodle at 

http://demo.moodle.net/



www.proboards.com



ProBoards Comments

The authors have not utilized this 

resource extensively.

ProBoards offers a free service for 

users interested in creating a web 

forum.


